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THE PURPOSE OF THE SOCIETY 


1. To advance science and scien¬ 
tific study of nature. 

2. To foster and stimulate in¬ 
terest in the conservation of wild 
life. 

3. To maintain a permanent 
Zoological Exhibit in San Diego. 

4. To stimulate public interest 
in the building and maintenance of 


a Zoological Hospital. 

5. To provide for the delivery 
of lectures, exhibition of pictures 
and publication of literature deal¬ 
ing with natural history and 
science. 

6. To (fperate a society for the 
mutual benefit of its members for 
non-lucrative purposes. 
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OUR BIRD COLLECTION 

Just as the editor of the ZOONOOZ was planning to devote an en¬ 
tire issue to the bird collection a comment was received from one of our 
active and interested members to the effect, that since children were 
more interested in animals than birds, she questioned the wisdom of so 
large a bird collection. This caused considerable thought and discussion. 

It is given this attention, first because we want the members of the soc¬ 
iety to feel that they have the right to make such suggestions, and that 
they are appreciated and listened to, second because it had opened up a 
new line of thought and third, because we felt that perhaps others had 
the same point of view that this member expressed. 

It is true that many children and especially those who visit the gar¬ 
den for mere pleasure or just casually seem to enjoy other animals more 
than birds, and it is for this reason that the monkeys, most popular of 
all the animals, are located close to the entrance and adjoining the birds. 
On the other hand there are more children who have birds for pets and 
are more vitally interested in the raising and studing of birds than in 
any other animal, not even excepting dogs and oats. We have more 
questions asked about the care of birds and the species of birds than any 
other animal in the entire zoo. There are boys who come to the zoo many 
days each month to talk over birds and who never tire watching the men 
who are caring for their charges. 

Many of the older persons who come to the zoo come to see the birds 
alone and will sit for hours watching the birds; the greater number of 
these cannot walk far and are unable to climb up and down the hills, so “ 
it is largely for their convenience that the bird exhibit is collected into 
close quarters and is located on top of the hill within easy walking dis¬ 
tance. The children who like to see the lions, seals and other animals 
do not mind the walk nor the hills which must be climbed to see the big 
animals. A brief trip in the bus usually suffices the older person. The 
bird collection also suffers from neglect more quickly than any other and 
it is well to have them where they can be most readilly accessable in 
emerpncies. The third reason that we have collected birds so extensi¬ 
vely is that many of our donations and the fees from our busses which 
were donated by Miss Zimmerman have been delegated to that purpose 
by those who gave them to us and we have been eager to carry out their 
wishes. 

Apropos of this question is may be of interest to some of our members 
to learn the proportion of children in our daily record of visitors. Dur¬ 
ing the months of July and August when the schools are closed there is 
naturally a larger percentage of children than at any time in the year. 
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Last July the attendance was a follows; 

Paid Admissions, adults over 16 
Children under 16 
Members of Zoological Society 
Passes (Service men, business people and 
guests of members) 

Total attendance 


19,536 

11,093 

173 

1,459 

32,261 


Considerably over half of the visitors are therefore the paid admis¬ 
sions. We hope that this comment -will satisfactorily explain the reason 
for the seemingly large amount of attention that has been given to the 
bird group. If others of our members have questions which are puzzel- 
ing them or questions which they would like to ask, we wish they would 
bring them to the management, for we do appreciate such interest a,nd 
are always glad to give you our reasons or our ideas no matter how in¬ 
adequate they may seem. We feel that the point the member made, was 
well taken and believe that she will have a better understanding of the 
situation for having asked her question. 

It is true that sometimes the management cannot see the impression 
of the whole so absorbed does it become in the details of operation and 
development and when the ones responsible cannot see the forest for the 
trees, it is a help and inspiration to receive comment from the outsider 
who is not so hampered. 


VISITORS 

We had the honor of entertaining several distinguished guests dur¬ 
ing the past two months. Doctor A. G. Palmer of the Department of 
agriculture paid a brief visit to our bird collection and was amazed at 
the amount of young stuff we were raising and at the extent of our col- 
lection of the parrot family. 

Mr. McAllister of the California Academy of Sciences visited the 
grounds several times. 

Mr. A. W. Anthony who is one of the best known of natural scient¬ 
ists, has been a frequent caller during his convalescence from ^‘flu”. 

Dr. Kellers paid a visit to our collection upon his return from the 
eclipse expedition to the Phillipine Islands. Dr. Kellers had in charge a 
shipment of animals, birds and reptiles from the islands for the Nation¬ 
al Zoo at Washington, D. C. 

The last of this group of famous persons was none other than our 
popular Governor, C. C. Young; his family accompanied him, perhaps 
furnished the motive for the visit, although we rather think that our 
Director, Mr. Gray, whose guest the governor was, had something to do 
with it. We felt that we had never had more appreciative guests, nor 
more enthusiastic ones that the Governor and Mrs. Young and their 
charming daughters. They saw the zoo just as hundreds see it every day 
from the busses for to every visitor to the grounds the management 
wants to extend the utmost courtesy and give the greatest pleasure. 
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Quadruplets, Panama Deer 


Birth records were broken in the deer and primate families the past 
month, when the Lop-eared Panama doe always the mother of twins, 
gave birth to four young within a period of three hours. '‘Boise’', the 
darling of the deer mesa who had a baby a few hours older adopted one 
of the four which were too many for even as good a mother as “Lop-ear”. 
The other three have grown so fast that it is unbelievable that a month 
ago they were small enough for them all to be held in the arms of a 
small girl at the same time. 

In the monkey cage, there is rejoicing over the birth of the Weeper 
Capuchin, thought to refuse to breed in captivity. This is however, the 
second baby of that pair, the first died after a day or two, but the pre¬ 
sent specimen promises to break the record for his family. There are 
more babies to chronicle in these pens for there have been born during 
the past two months a Johnstone Vervet, a Grivet guenon and a Guinea 
baboon. 
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AMERICAN AVICULTURE SOCIETY 

Perhaps no more appropriate place could be found in which to ac¬ 
quaint our members with the recent organization of the American Avi- 
culturist Society than a bird number of our own little periodical. This 
society which is little more than a year old was organized and is being 
conducted for the interests of the bird lovers and the bird breeders of 
the United States and Canada. Many of the American Aviculturists 
have for some time been affliated with the British society, and realizing 
the benefit to be secured from such and organization have been working 
on the founding of a successful society on this side of the Atlantic. 

The objects of the society are the study of foreign birds in captivity, 
the dissemination of information for the care, feeding and breeding of 
wild birds in captivity and the perpetuation of those species threatened 
with extinction. The success of the organization will depend largely 
upon the interest and the unselfishness of the membership. Everyone 
who is truly interested in seeing birds raised, in spreading to others the 
joy of success in this work will contribute to the enterprise by sharing 
his experience and knowledge for the good of the whole. Problems are 
discussed and the real business of increasing and preserving the rare 
species is greatly furthered by such interchange. Specimens are collect¬ 
ed together, which are valueless from the breeding standpoint alone and 
placed into hands competent to breed them. There is nothing commer¬ 
cial in the organization yet it will be of help to the commercial breeder. 

Annual membership is Five dollars a year, and is not confined to 
those who. raise, or deal in, or collect birds, anyone interested in seeing 
these things prosper is eligible to membership. Blanks can be had at 

the office of the Zoological Society and it would be of much benefit to 

the bird lovers of San Diego to have a large representation from this 
community. 

The Society is controlled by a board of directors elected from the 
membership. The present officers are among the best known and most 
successful aviculturists in America, they are: 

President, W. H. Browning Rye, New York 

Treasurer, E. W. C. Arnold Babylon, New York 

Corresponding Secretary and Editor, C. T. Metzger Chicago, Ill. 
Secretary, P. M. Maresi New York 

Vice-Presidents - Dr. Leon Patrick Orange, Calif. 

Kenneth Woodward New York 

Dwight Winter Pittsburg, Penn. 


An expedition to the Coronado Islands under permit from the Mexi- 
cart fishery bureau, netted a nice return in twenty young cormorants 
which liven up the pond where the boobies reside. The trees in the gar¬ 
den have been full of nests of the mourning doves, gold finches, house 
finches and in the corners of the buildings there are little phoebe birds 
and tiny wrens. The nests of the wild birds are always a source of joy 
if not to the public at least to the employees of the zoo, who are care¬ 
ful least the little fellows be disturbed and driven from this refuge. 
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ADDITIONS IN OUR COLLECTIONS 

Some most interesting things have happened in our bird world this 
year. The collection has been greatly increased by the addition of many 
rare and beautiful specimens which have never been exhibited here be¬ 
fore. Among them are the beautiful black Lories, the Scintillating lory, 
the Edwards and Diadem lories. All of these were received in exchange 
from the Sourabaya zoo in Java; Lories are closely related to the par¬ 
rots, but are fruit eaters entirely, they are the most active and playful 
of any birds and they are the most beautiful and brightly colored of all 
the parrot family. 

Among birds of prey, two most unusual and magnificent specimens 
have been acquired, the two types of American Condor, the largest bird 
of the air. The California Condor is one of the rarest birds in the world; 
close observation justifies the belief that there is probably not more 
than a dozen pair living today. The present specimen had a wing shot 
off and was cared for by Mr. and Mrs. Spalding until it was too large 
and fierce to be kept with their birds. So rare an exhibit deserved in 
the opinion of the Spaldings a place in a public exhibit where it would 
be of the greatest educational advantage. So after some effort, permis¬ 
sion was obtained to exhibit it in our own bird collection. The South 
American bird was received in an exchange with the Hagenbeck firm. 
It is a young male practically grown but not in mature plumage or color. 
It has a wing spread of not less than ten feet. Our only regret is that 
we do not have the funds to build on the opposite side of the hill from 
the present flying cage a similar one of even greater height where the 
great birds of prey could spread their wings and soar as do the huge 
man of war birds, the ibis and the egrets in the present cage. 

Down in the Canyon pens are some more interesting exhibits. Dr. 
Wegeforth with his instinct for bargains never passes up a bird or ani¬ 
mal market when he travels, and being in San Francisco just after Frank 
Buck had landed a collection, he naturally visited the depot where it was 
being held for sale. Four young ungainly long legged storks which did 
not look like much of anything to anyone else held promise for the Doc¬ 
tor, so he asked the price, “Oh we will let those go cheap to you”, and 
they were sold. They proved to be what the Doctor had thought the 
Javanese Jabiru Stork, seldom seen here in the markets. Naturally from 
force of habit, the finance committee upbraided the doctor, but secretly 
everyone rejoiced in the acquisition. 

Dame nature has herself contributed some most interesting speci¬ 
mens to the collection. Carl Ring has raised many young pigeons in¬ 
cluding Wonga Wonga, Barshouldered, Bronzewing, Pearlnecked, Zebra, 
Passerine, Diamond and Palm. Karl Koch, in charge of the parrot fam¬ 
ily has increased his flock with a young Blue Mountain Lory, Ringneck¬ 
ed Parrakeet, Quaker, Nyassaland and Budgeriggars. While true to par¬ 
rot tradition, a young pair of Eclectue grew until it was almost time for 
them to leave the nest when they were found dead without apparent 
cause. The seagulls nested by the side of the road and the Companion 
Crane also brooded upon an infertile egg for five long hot weeks; ducks 
and geese have made their appearance with surprising regularity, for 
the little flock of Japanese Silkies were inveigled into hatching out ten 
or twelve geese over a period of seven or eight weeks by slipping a 
goose egg now and then under the five little hens and one rooster who 
occupied a whole corner of the bird service yard. 
















South American Condor 
PRIVILEGES OF MEMBERSHIP 

1. Membership entitles you, your family and your friends to free ad- 
mission to all exhibits of the Zoological Society. 

2. Membership entitles you to attend all meetings of the Zoological 
Society, and to have a voice in such meetings. 

3. Membership entitles you to hold office in the Society. 

4. Your membership in the Society helps to support the greatest single 
educational and recreational feature in the community. 

5. Your membership allows the Society to continue to grow and main¬ 
tain its place as one of the largest in the world and the largest in 
the west. 

ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP $5.00 LIFE MEMBERSHIP $300.00 

SUSTAINING AND CLUB MEMBERSHIP $25.00 


Please clip out and use the blank printed below for some of your 
friends whom you wish to visit the garden and cannot bring with you. 
















